TEXT: Luke 15:1-10 IND
28 June 2020 3rd Sunday After Trinity

PRAYER: Heavenly Father, God of all mercy and grace, the source of all good things and of Your Word of
truth; we bless You for Your love and pity that You did not deal with us according to our sins nor punish us on
account of our iniquities, but that You forgave all our sins for the sake of Jesus’ suffering, death and
resurrection. We bless You for creating faith in us through Baptism, keeping us in that faith through Your Word
and the Lord’s Supper, and turning from us every evil purpose and will that would rob us of our faith and
salvation. Help us avoid the attacks of Satan so that we steadfastly confess Your truth and trust in Your mercy
and forgiveness. During all trials, give us strength to trust in Your care and at last give us the eternal glory so
that we may praise Your name with the angels in heaven. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

APOSTOLIC GREETING: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ.

TEXT: The text for today is written in the 15th chapter of St. Luke, reading from the st verse, and reads as
follows in Jesus’ name.

This is Your word, heavenly Father, sanctify us through Your truth, Your word is truth.
SALUTATION: Dear followers of the Good Shepherd,

The unrest among citizens, the crime and killings in big cities, the riots that are destroying businesses—
these are evidence of people who are spiritually lost. They look for heaven on earth, but make life difficult for
others. They seek equality and justice by making people unequal and practicing injustice. God says, “Woe to
those who call evil, good; and good, evil.”

What, then, should our attitude be towards these lost souls? Our first reaction might be: “Lock them up!”
However, in our text Jesus wants us to understand that: “OUR SHEPHERD LOVES THE LOST.” The
parables in our text teach us that, He searches for those who are lost and He rejoices when they are found.

l. He searches for those who are lost

It is a scary feeling to be lost—a hiker lost in the woods, a child lost in a supermarket, a driver lost in city
traffic. Fear comes from not knowing the right way to go, how to get food, or what evil might happen.

Being spiritually lost should be even more frightening. Our conscience lets us know that we are not right with
God. But Satan blinds people to God’s Law and Gospel—through a desire for the things of this world, through
entertainment that dulls the conscience, and through many false teachers.

The Bible declares that all people are born spiritually lost. All people are born with a sinful nature that hates
God and refuses to do His holy will. Our sinful nature prevents us from finding God or coming to Him. At birth,
we are as “people who walked in darkness” and “Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death” (Isa
9:2). Because of this spiritual blindness, many people have entered the wide gate and travel on the broad road
that leads to eternal destruction. The lost have no peace of conscience with God. They have no light to know the
truth.

How does God feel about such lost people? On the one hand, God’s law tells us that God is angry with the
wicked every day. Their sins are an abomination to God. The Psalmist says, “You God have set our iniquities



before You...for all our days have passed away in Your wrath” (Ps 90:8) Again, “The wicked are
estranged from the womb, they go astray as soon as they are born, speaking lies” (Ps 58:3).

A) Some become lost in the glitter that this world offers. They think that as long as they have fame, or money,
or power, that all is well in their heaven on earth. They do not worry about life after death or God’s punishment.

B) Others are lost through unbelief and errors—their foolish hearts were darkened as they “exchanged the
truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator” (Rom 1:25).

C) Still others are lost through a debased mind, as St. Paul describes: “being filled with all unrighteousness,
sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-
mindedness; they are whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil
things, disobedient to parents, undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful” (Rom
1:29-31).

These people who are caught up in unbelief and sinful ways are led by the devil. In our Epistle, St. Peter
describes Satan “as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour” (1Pet 5:8). The devil would show us the
path to worldly happiness. He would not inform us that by following this path we would loose the way to
heaven.

Now St. Luke tells us that Jesus was speaking to tax collectors and sinners, because they came to hear Jesus.
The Pharisees declared that if Jesus were God, He would deal with sinners in wrath and judgment. But they did
not know the mind of God. They also were lost in blind pride and unbelief, but they did not know it.

Here is the paradox: While God hates sin and His justice must punish the sinner; God loves and seeks out the
lost sheep. His love extends to the greatest sinners, the wicked criminals, the wanton law-breakers, the blood-
thirsty tyrants. His love extends to you and I. Jesus came to reveal God’s love, mercy, and grace to all people.

In our text, Jesus speaks about a good shepherd who leaves his flock in search for the lamb who is lost. He does
not want the sinner to die. This is the reason why Jesus was talking to the tax collectors and sinners. For God
send His Son into this world so that Jesus would turn aside God’s wrath by fulfilling His law. Through Jesus’
perfect life, He kept God’s law for all people and established righteousness that we need. Through His death on
the cross, Jesus paid the punishment of sin that all people owed to God.

The forgiveness Jesus won for all is given to each one by faith in Him. Many people whom Jesus has rescued
from eternal death do not believe on Him—they are lost sheep. Many once were believers, but Satan tempted
them to not trust in Jesus—they are lost sheep. And Jesus loves them all. He seeks them out with His Word.
When He finds them, He puts them on his shoulder and carries them home. For Jesus rejoices when these lost
sheep are found.

Il. He rejoices when they are found

In our parables, the lamb stays lost until the shepherd finds it; the coin remains hidden until it is found. This
finding is not accidental, but intentional. Jesus continues to send out His word of invitation, “Come, for all
things are now ready.” The Gospel message tells people that God has already declared their sins forgiven. For
the Bible states, “Jesus was delivered up because of our offenses, and was raised because of our
justification” (Rom 4:25). That word “justify” means that God has already declared us righteous through the
life and death of His Son, Jesus. The Gospel declares, “God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself,
not imputing their trespasses to them” (2Cor 5:19). Jesus has established peace with God because He
fulfilled God’s law. But His reconciliation, His peace, His forgiveness is offered to one and all, as Paul wrote:
“We are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s
behalf, be reconciled to God” (2Cor 5:20). Just think of this! God implores us to be reconciled to Him. He



who is holy, who punishes sin, who hates the wicked every day, this One implores us to trust and believe that
Jesus has won our salvation.

Now, the shepherd does not wait until we find Him. The shepherd goes out, finds the lost sheep, and rescues
them. Lost sheep cannot find their way home. They do not know the way. But Jesus said, “I am the way, the
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me” (Jn 14:6). Jesus has provided us with the
way to God—through His Word and Sacraments. For in Baptism, Jesus calls us by the Gospel, creates faith in
Him, washes away our sins, unites us with His suffering and death, and makes us heirs of eternal life. So many
people think that baptism is a work we do, when it is a miracle that God works in us. For in baptism Jesus
“sanctifies and cleanses us with the washing of water by the word” (Eph 5:26).

We should always thank God that though we were lost; He called us by His Gospel, told us about Jesus’ work
of salvation, enlightened us with the message of His forgiveness, and created faith in our hearts. For the Bible
says that God’s Word is the power of God to salvation, that God has “brought us forth by the word of truth”
(James 1:18), and that faith comes by hearing God’s Word (Rom 10:17). God caused us believe that “In
Jesus we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins” (Eph 1:7). While we live on earth, it
is vital that we continue to listen to the voice of our Good Shepherd. For Jesus said, “My sheep hear My voice,
and I know them, and they follow Me. And I given them eternal life” (Jn 10:27). If we stop listening to
Jesus’ voice, if we ignore God’s Word, the devil will devour our faith and we will again be a lost sheep going
astray.

Jesus told us that “there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just
persons who need no repentance” (v. 7). The ninety-nine are like the Pharisees, who thought they were just
before God by their good works. Therefore they did not repent before God. They and many others are lost
sheep. Instead of rejecting these people, God continues to call them through His Word—telling them about
Jesus’ work of salvation from sin and eternal death.

In the two parables of our text and the prodigal son, Jesus pictures the rejoicing and feasting that happens when
one who is lost is restored to faith and is reconciled with God and is forgiven. God Himself runs out to forgive
and welcome any lost sinner who repents and believes on Jesus. Jesus has placed His Church on earth to use the
light and broom to find the lost coin and to proclaim the Gospel.

It would be very easy to turn this parable into a law and say that we must go out into the highways and find the
lost. Then we would be burdened with guilt for our failures to do God’s will. Instead, Jesus has given His
Church the joyful work of being a light set on a hill, so that people may see our devotion to Jesus, witness our
faithful trust in His Word, see how we love and help our neighbor, and hear from our lips why we trust in Jesus.
Have you told someone why you love Jesus and why it is important that you worship here every Sunday?

Today we rejoice because Jesus has found us. We rejoice that by His grace the Holy Spirit made us members of
His flock and has given us salvation. Today we rejoice that God does not desire the death of the wicked; that He
wants all people to repent and believe on Jesus. Today we rejoice that God continues to call people by His
Gospel and helps them see Jesus as their Savior. And today we rejoice that Jesus has given us these purposes in
this life: to follow the voice of our Good Shepherd, to remain steadfast in the true faith, and to “proclaim the
praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous life” (2Pet 2:9b). May God give us grace to
trust in Jesus our Savior. Amen.

The peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds through faith which is in Christ
Jesus. Amen. SDG



