TEXT: Luke 14:25-35 IND
21 June 2020 2nd Sunday After Trinity

PRAYER: O God of all grace and mercy, who has delivered us from sin and death by the death of Your Son
and has given us consolation in the gospel through Jesus our sins are forgiven and You have made us heirs of
eternal life; we glorify Your holy name for calling us by Your Word and giving us true hope in Your promises.
Grant that we grow in our knowledge of Jesus as our Savior from sin, boldly confess His name before the
world, and finally obtain the eternal glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. As You have given strength to those who
confessed Christ before Emperors, give us strength to confess Jesus to our neighbors and friends that they might
be called by Your grace to believe on Jesus and be saved. Bless all that we do in Your name, and grant us the
everlasting consolation of eternal life in Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

APOSTOLIC GREETING: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ.

TEXT: The text for today is written in the 14th chapter of St. Luke, reading from the 25th verse, and reads as
follows in Jesus’ name.

This is Your word, heavenly Father, sanctify us through Your truth, Your word is truth.
SALUTATION: Dear disciples of Jesus, our Savior,

On June 25, 1530, 490 years ago, a group of laymen, princes, and theologians stood before Emperor Charles V.
They were present at the reading of the Augsburg Confession to the Emperor. They knew that Charles V could
order his soldiers to kill them. But these people declared that they would not depart from the true faith. With
God truth on their side they could stand against the Emperor and the Pope and not worry about the
consequences. For they trusted in God’s grace. They realized how much God had blessed them by restoring the
true Gospel about Jesus as the only way to heaven through Dr. Luther.

Today we have confessed this same faith in the words of the Nicene Creed. That creed stands condemned by
many scientists, by our culture, and by many false teachers. While we do not face death, we must deal with the
world’s condemnation in the media and people around us. Will we remain steadfast in the faith?

In our text for today, Jesus speaks about counting the cost of following Him. The Lutherans at Augsburg were
ready to give up everything for the sake of the Gospel. Let us consider the question: “WHAT DOES

DISCIPLESHIP MEAN?” Jesus teaches us about Discipleship that forsakes the world, and Discipleship
that is salt in the world.

I. Discipleship that forsakes the world

In the Gospel lesson today, Jesus tells about people who were invited to a great feast. When it came time for
them to attend the feast, they made excuses for why they could not possibly come. One bought land, another
bought oxen, and a third just was married. The problem with these excuses is that the people gave earthly things
priority over the king’s invitation. By this parable, Jesus warns against making earthly things more important
than God’s invitation to attend the feast in heaven.

Jesus said the same thing to the crowds that followed Him. Those who wish to be His disciples need to hate
those close to Him and even hate his own life. Now this is a difficult saying. For in many Bible passages, God’s



Word commands us to love one another, to honor father and mother, and to love husbands and wives just as
Christ loved the Church.

What does Jesus mean that His disciples need to hate? St. Matthew helps us when He quotes Jesus as saying,
“He who loves father and mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter
more than Me is not worthy of Me” (Matt 10:37). So the hatred that Jesus speaks of in our text is not an
absolute hatred, but Jesus’ disciples must hate anything that interferes with our relationship between us, God
and His Word. We still live under God’s command to love all people, no matter what their sins. But where
family or friends work to separate us from God’s truth, following Jesus means rejecting the lies and false
teachings of society or family.

Because we live in a culture and society that is increasingly hostile to God’s Word and the Gospel, we need to
count the cost of discipleship. St. Paul wrote about himself: “I count all things loss for the excellence of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as
rubbish, that I may gain Christ, having been righteous through faith in Christ” (Phil 3:8-9). Paul gave up
all earthly honors to proclaim Jesus as the Savior of the world.

In our text, Jesus gave two examples of people who did not count the cost. One planned to build an expensive
tower. He began to build, but did not have enough money to complete the project. In another example, a king
determined to go to war against his neighbor. Seeing that his armies were outnumbered, he had to sue for peace.
Both people failed because the cost was greater than what they could afford to pay.

Jesus concludes by saying: “Likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My
disciple” (v. 33). Again, Jesus is not telling us to sell all that we have and give it to the poor. However, being a
disciple of Jesus also requires a commitment that some are unwilling to make.

For example, becoming a believer in Jesus may lead to lost relationships with relatives and friends. It may mean
that some friends get angry because we do not participate in their sinful activities. We may loose friends
because we agree with God that adultery and homosexuality are sins. Discipleship might mean spending time
with God’s Word and prayer instead of other things we enjoy. Because God has forgiven us, discipleship
requires that we forgive someone who has hurt us. Following Jesus can mean being kind to people who hate us,
or helping people who reject us.

Are we willing to make those commitments to follow Jesus in the face of opposition? St. Peter thought he

could. He told Jesus, “If I have to die with You, I will not deny You!” (Mk 14:31). All the other disciples said
the same. However, a few short hours later, Peter and the disciples fled from Jesus when He was arrested. Later
Peter denied three times that he knew Jesus. At that time, Peter did not count the cost of following Jesus.

Now only Jesus was able to count the real cost and endure the shame and death on the cross for our sins. From
childhood, Jesus knew what His Father’s business was—to suffer and die. He rode into Jerusalem on a donkey
knowing that “The Son of Man came to save the lost.” Jesus paid God’s punishment for our lack of
commitment, our failure to love others, and our compromises of the faith. See Jesus’ love for all people. He was
willing to give up everything, even His life, in order that you and I could enter heaven.

Through Baptism, God has called us to trust in Jesus’ work of salvation. Following Jesus is not a new law we
must fulfill to please God. We follow Jesus because we are dependent on Him. For the Bible says, “It is God
who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure” (Phil 2:13). When we understand this truth,
God can make us to be good salt in the world.

Il. Discipleship that is salt in the world

Jesus said, “Salt is good; but if the salt has lost its flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” (v. 34). Those whom
God has called by the Gospel and made His child by Baptism serve God’s purpose as believers in Jesus. Jesus



said, “You are the salt of the earth” (Matt 5:13). The Holy Spirit made us the salt of the earth when He
created faith in our hearts.

Jesus here uses the word “salt” as a figure of speech. What does Jesus mean about us being salt? The ancients
used salt to preserve food from spoiling. In the days before refrigeration, meats and pork were packed in salt to
preserve them. Salt is also used to flavor food.

God has placed us on the earth to be His salt. In a time where many people no longer follow God’s Word and
law, followers of Jesus are to show forth their love for Jesus by living differently from the world. Where people
will “pepper” their speech with foul language or gossip, God would have us speak well of others and avoid
profanity. Instead of talking about trashy things, the Bible says, “Whatever things are true, whatever things
are noble, whatever things are just,...if there is any virtue and anything praiseworthy—meditate on these
things” (Phil 4:8).

As salt, Jesus uses us to preserve the truths of the Bible and to flavor the world with the Gospel. People often
picture Christians as joyless, burdened by the law. However, as God’s children, you and I have something
wonderful to talk about. We can rejoice in the way God helps us through this pandemic. We can speak
confidently about our future, because we know that God will work all things for our good. And we know that
because Jesus died for our sins, God has given us eternal life.

The world needs to hear this Gospel message. As the salt of the world, God has given us the privilege to tell
about Jesus and His work of salvation to those around us. Can we think of a neighbor, a relative, a person we
work with who needs to hear about Jesus? Heaven forbid that we stop being salty in the world and become
useless.

From our text for today, we should understand that becoming a Christian is easy. The Holy Spirit worked faith
in us through His Word and Baptism. Through faith in Jesus we are given forgiveness of our sins, eternal life in
heaven, and grace to live as God’s disciples.

However, living a Christian life is not so easy. For God has called us to a life of holiness, where we daily drown
the devil and our Old Adam with our Baptism and arise to a new life. God has called on us to live, speak, and
think differently from the world; because we know the truth from His Word. The Christian life means that we
“hate” anything that comes between us and our trust and faith in Jesus. Following Jesus also means that we
“proclaim the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light.”

You and I may never face death by standing before an Emperor to confess our faith. Nevertheless we also
confess the truths in the Augsburg Confession that they did. That confession is in your hymnal. It may cost
much in this life to continue confessing those truths. Are we willing to stand against the world in order to
confess Jesus as our Savior? Are we willing to be salt that blesses others as we care about others and tell them
about Jesus? May God help us in every difficulty as we follow Jesus. Amen.

The peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds through faith which is in Christ
Jesus. Amen. SDG



